THE   BEGINNINGS    OF   THE   MIDDLE   AGES
The conquerors, dispersed about the country, and married to
native wives who continued to speak their own language, all
learned the Latin tongue. They did not modify it in any way,
apart from'introducing a good many terms relating to law, the
chase, war, and agriculture,1 which made their way southwards
from the Belgian regions, where the Germans were numerous.
Even more rapid was the Romanization of the Burgundi, Visi-
goths, Ostrogoths, Vandals and Lombards. According to Gamill-
scheg,2 nothing was left of the Gothic language when the Moors
conquered Spain but the names of persons and places.
On the other hand, the confusion into which the Mediterranean
world was thrown by the invasion of Islam resulted in a profound
transformation where language was concerned. In Africa Latin
was replaced by Arabic. In Spain, on the other hand, it survived,
but was deprived of its foundations: there were no more schools
or monasteries, and there was no longer an educated clergy. The
conquered people made use of a Roman patois which was not a
written language. Latin, which had survived so successfully in the
Peninsula until the eve of the conquest, disappeared; people were
beginning to speak Spanish.
In Italy, on the other hand, it resisted more successfully; and a
few isolated schools survived in Rome and Milan.
But it is in Gaul that we can best observe the extent of the
confusion, and its causes.
The Latin of the Merovingian epoch was, of course, barbarously
incorrect; but it was still a living Latin.8 It seems that it was even
taught in the schools where a practical education was given, while
here and there the bishops and senators still read and sometimes
even tried to write the classic Latin.
The Merovingian Latin was by no means a vulgar language.
It showed few signs of Germanic influence. Those who spoke it
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